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Curtain up?

[N LITTLE more than a week
it will be known whether
Blenheim is to have its civic
theatre. January 28 is again
crunch time for the project,
which has been exercising the
trust, its fund-raisers, donors,
civic authorities and the general
public for years. We remark
that it is crunch time again
because there have been s0
many other “crunch times™ as
crises over site, size, Support,
and subscriptions and local
body involvement came and
went. All this has taken the best
part of five years. It would be
wrong to say that the theatre is
no nearer reality mow than it
was all that time back because
some light can really be seen at
the end of the tunnel.

While the proiect has a long
way to go, it is encouraging that
the modifications to the original
plans and proposals made
necessary by mounting inflation
and increases in building costs
seam to have the support of the
fund donors. Few, if any of
them, have asked for their
money back. And if at the
meeting on January 28 the
contributors so decide, the
money will go into funding the
modified concept, one which
should be within the capacity of
town and district to fulfil.

Hopefully the contributors
will authorise the variation of
powers which the theatre

trustees seek because unless this
is done the curtain could be
rung down on the whole project.
As we have remarked on 50
many occasions, this would be
unthinkable. |
course,

The future as
determined, seems reasonable
and achievable, given the

goodwill and co-operation of all
parties. It is a pity the original
proposals, for. a 1000-seat
theatre, could not have been
pursued. Economics have, how-
ever, made this an impossible
dream. But the smaller concept,
we have no doubt, will be found
to be quite adequate. )
While auditorium seating
capacity is necessarily reduced
because this dictates the size of
the building and, accordingly,
the cost, the modified plan does
incorporate all the other
facilities which were proposed
for the original buildings. In all
respects, ‘it measures up to the
theatre-civic centre proposal on
which *“Operation Spotlight”
was launched; that is, a
multi-purpose building, one
which the town needs so badly.
It has been suggested, in fact,
that the new plan is in many
respects superior to the original.

MAIL BOX
CAR WRECKING

To the Ediwr

Sir, — Clearly J. T. Pacey (The Express, Wednesday
Tanuary 14} bas little or oo ides of the concsTns af the
average Blenheim citizen when it comes to ohjectionable
proposals for the community. Mot residents reject abuse of
their own properties and will firmly reject abuse af the
enviranment in which they lve.

Safety for children, incressed traffic in a mo-exit street,
proximity to am ol installation. and attracting an
undesirable element scavenging for cheap vehicle parts and
eyeing up nearby private vehicles as pnother source for parts

aes 3l yalid concerns and reason to object to a car
wrecker's yiTd MEEl [eimikd pooparmise, Mot hyreriz, Mr

Pacey, but gpenuine and Inﬁi:.ll reasaning. As for Mr
Baldigk eofictting wusnor his application. 1 hope
would-be supporiers first check out his other premises in
the Budge Street-Herbert Street vicinity.

Against birching
Sir, — Prompted ﬁlﬁﬂlgﬂ statements in th

h 5 L?'-Ilh to state my belief that birching is punitive
i not reformative, Teven king and counter- ug-
tive. The efforts of the Mmm Pg]h: should be .!l]::itm
at the solving of the causes of viclent offending which have
ihekr roots in anemployment, broken homes, mental and
physical viclence in schools and a decline in that canng
concern which uied 1o characterise Mew ZFeslanders in
anather time,

This caring concern has been severely damaged by
governments which put other financial, political, power-
seeking motives shead of human needs, The Government of
Mr Cowch has a sorry recocd in this regard — at Prime
Ministerial, ministecial and legislative Jevels. The beliel of
the Minister of Police that all violence will come irom
anti-tour protesters seems to be picjudging and a false

alisation and the public statement of that belief might

well add to the desire of pro-tour people to inflict their

forms of violent mge-m‘ki['.g. of which 'b.l.l.‘l:thIJ'I.E_ is bt
ane.

ARIAN MeNAMARA

Spring Creek

Democracy step

ANEARA [NZFPA] — Turksy's milliary junts took the
first formal step today for return 10 democracy
by anmounclag that i would esisbllsh & constitoent
masembly In Septzmber or Dctober.

General Keman Evren, junts leader and Head of State.
told & public meeting in the central Turkish vown of Konya
the military would have overall control of the assembly,
approving of tejecting Hs recommendations.

The assembly woold drew Bp B mEW constitation sod
trame new clectoral laws and rules governing political
ACTIVITY. ;

The announcemeni was expected to be welcomed in
Western capitals, Turkey's military and polltical allies were
slarmed by last September’s takeover and suspension of
democTatic life
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Coast schools’
75th anniversary

Mare than S0 ex-pupils of schools from
Taimate to Kekerengu will attend the 75h
anniversary celebrations of all the schools
in the area — Talmare, Ward, Wharanui,
bicza and Kekerengn — on February & 46
B,

Cnly the Ward schood is still functioning
with pupils from the other arcas adding
ta the kocal roll,

The chairman of the committes orpanis-
ing the celebrations, Mr O. J. Hkman,
says & pood number of ex-pupils will come
from Elenheim, but there will be some
from cther parts of the country and Eram
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First ewe
fair on
Thursday

Blenhelm's population
will be ommumbersd this
week.

A lowful assembly at the
Blenheim saleyards an
Thursday will brin to-
guther more than 212,065
sheep of varicus breeds for
the first adult ewe fair of
the season.,

Most are anoual draf
Corriedale ewes from runs
and stations from the
vpper Awatere Walley out
to DV'Lipritle Idlond, They
include snme big drafts —
1100 from Mesdowbank
Statiom, lots of 00 from
Tyntesfbeld Station in the
Waihopai Valley, Aksroa
and Ohaks Holdings In
Pelorus Sound. and some
10 lines of 30 or more
from other parts of the
Provinos.

BETTER FRICE

Last year annual draft
Corrledales averaged 510
compared with 514,26 in
1979, With sheep numbers
gtill increasing, and with a
favourable seasom  behind
them, vendors mnd poten-
tial buyess could be koking
to something a bit hetter,
in spite of a levelling off of
the wool markefs, an cas-
ing in meal prices, and mot
the least, to keep up with
of ahead of inflation.

Thursday's fair lio start
at noan) will be followed
by the two-tooth and ewe
lamb fafr on January 29,
gn open ewe falr om
February 5, and the mefigo
fair on I::bl‘u;rrlr 18.

Nessie gets
official nod

The Loch Mess mondier
has apparently become
“iafficial.” The - British
Tourkst Auathority has put
cut a press release on the
depr old thing.

It says there hove hees
more than 3000 recorded
sightings since Nessie hit
the headlings more than 40
years o, 5t Colamba
made the frst reconded
sighting in the sixth cen-
tury ond in the léth
century s large amimal
came ashore, felling trees
with a sweep af its tail and
killing three onkookers.”

WORD of GOD

The Lord himself
will lead you and be
with you. He will
not  fail wyou or
abandon you, 5o do
not lose courage or
be afraid.

Deuteronomy 31:8

Boat builder’s dream nearly
ready to ride the oceans

[By Henk Hilhorst]
Stormbird . . . She squats in her
cradle-nest on the Waikawa shore resdy to
spread her white wings over the oceans.

Ma bird wes haiched and reared with more cane.

Stormbird is the dream yacht of Fop Jorgemsen, was
decades in coming, o year in designing, and seven years in
bailding. i y .

“Tws menths from now,” Pop muses, “T'Il be ready to
take her out."

Pop (Peter) Jorgensen founded the boatbuilding business
& Waikawa now run by his eldest som, Fin, Pop tetired
same years ago following & heart attack and doctor's orders
ta ease the pace. That gave him time to baild hiks
dreamboat. & joy, not & job,

Pop was born 65 years ago in Copenhagen and spent his
childheod in Sjaland (Sealand), deep in the countryside and
well awny from the sea. Yet as scon as he could handle a
knife he whittled toy boats,

In his early teens his paremis returned o lve im
Copenhagen. much to the chagrin of young Poter who had
come to love the fresh air and open spaces of the country.
He Belt lost in an alien world until the family acquired a
very small seaside cottage to stay in &t weekends.

S loved it | knew what I wanted, I knew the sea was 1o
be my life."”

HI5 FIRST BOAT

Three drums fitted to a trlangular frame with a mast and
sail made up his first selfibuilt bost. It coukd sail paly
downwind. It whetted his apperite for the se=a cven mare,
bt ke never made the g ad seaman. & modical test
disclosed e was colour and he was rejected.

"] eried for a week.”

Instead he signed on as & messboy, but after six moaths
in & hot galley and mess he longed for open space and fresh
air, He was apprenticed to the Royal Danish Mavy shipyerd
in Copenhagen, where he worked himself up from repalring
din,ghﬁu to fully fledged shipwright and owerseer.

He worked on the restoration of the 1B60-buili wooden
Erigate Jutland, on destroyers and all types of vesels. When
the Germans overran Denmark he joined some ather
shipwrights from the Navy yard to build Neeth Sea fishing
haats.

TO NEW ZEALAND

One of the main teasons why 25 vears ago he packed ap
and came to New Zealand was to find a better climate for
his son, Harry, who was sickly and could not stand the we:
and cold climate and smog of Copenhagen.

When he an gdvertisement im a Damish
boatbuilding gazette offering a hoatbuikling job in Mew
Zealand he applied, got it, and came to the Bay of mary
Coves. For two-and-a-half years he took care of 3 busines.
man's property there and built boats to &l in spare time.

“It was a beautiful spot, just what we wamted. Clean
water, clean air. harry had been seciously ill nearly €very
year of his life. He was nine when we came, uny Pale.
ln ome year he started to grow. We could throw s=ay his
whede box of pills, That alone wos worth all b affort.”

Harry is sow a gified boat designer working in Auckland.

Before setting out the family had decided to review the
situathon within foar years after their arrival They liked the
life, the country and the people. but Pop found the
language an enormous hurdle. the isalation af Bay of Many
Coves was no help, bat the problem cased ¢ ik when they
maoved to Picten and gaihed more fractiss i English.

“The teuguags, Ii i5 Qiffouli It waz g oregr fRing”

Pop and his son Fin were taken on by Roger Carey, an
established Picton shipwright. !

“1 tedd Roger that we would like 1o boikd bonts
purselves later, so, if he did nof want us ... -

“He could nat do enough for us. A very mlee man. We
got accustomed to new Zealand ways. Deiferent systems,
different timber.”

TOOLS HIS CAPITAL

When he landed in Mew Zealand Pop bad only four
pounds ten chillings left in his pocket. His capital was in
nine boxes of tools and in a dismaniled Danish-designed
double-ender boat, They rebullt it in Hende's garage.

“The Hendes were good to us. Mrs Hende brought us
cups of tea. We did not want them. We were not used to
pitting down with tea. We wanted to work- But she said we
mEst have cur cuppa. 5o we drank fes and boilt the
dauble-ender. We sold it n Nelsom for 51300, which was
enough to buy a saction.

e never looked back, We built guite & few boats
there."

Fin went back to Denmark for three years 1o learn about
boat designing from Pop's old boss. When he returmed
three tradesmen and two spprentices were working for Pep,

ENOUGH TO START

“I've been lucky, The Shell Ol Company wanted my
section. The price was enough o start st Waikawa. We
couldn't afford it really, Tt was the only time Fin and I had
a disagreement.”

They themselves built their large workshed and dipway,
gided by a bank overdraff and an usderstanding bank
mARAGET. 3

About that time the I'vi"!uimr Depariment calied tenders
for its lighthouse tender Enterprise. The Jorgensens were

. hatches 30 he could paint them bright oramge.

among the ¢ight who put in quotes, All praved to be too
high. The Department asked Pop where savings could b
made and following his suggestions, new ienders were
called. The Jorgensens landed the contract. 1t consolldated
thelr venture. ;

“1 put all my knowledge into that beat. 1 wanted it 1o be
a good boat for New Zealand."

The Harbour Board's pilet boat, Marlborough, came
next. Pop was not teo happy about winning that coptract.
The boat had been dc;igrwd Roger Carey amd he
reckoned that Roger sheuld have built it, too. Bust tenders
were called and his was a mere 5100 less than Carey's.

The business flourkshed,

Hard work, long hours and stress exacted their price.
Just when Pop began to enjoy fewer financial worres his
doetor advised him to retire and Fin look over.

DREAMBOAT

A born optimlst, Pop saw it as an opportunity to build
hiz_dreamboat,

The dream was of long standing. he designed his
First tn 1549 when stll in Denmark and afier he had
lsunched thees Danish double-enders.

Spormbird i related to that smooth, Danish design, bt
more modern and mature. She was finished on the drawing
board In 1971 and Pop began building her the year after.

All his skill and love of boats are part of Stormbicd, Only
ihe best materials — spotted gum, kauri and tzak have
been used.

Her streamlined bull s so amooth that landlubbing
sdmirers compllment Pop with the supreme insult: “Y¥hat
o lovely fibreglass boat.™

“It's bloody wood, WOOD with capital lemers . . .17

The hull is kauri, the backbone and frame spotted gum
{an Australian hardwood) and the decking teak. The wood
was specially selected and left to dry for three years. The
kaurl came from Lane's sawmill in Tetara Morth, Bay of
Tslands.

“Lane is  man you can trust. He sent the best, at the
right lengths, Beautifial wood.”

Though built conventionaliy, the planking was
edge-gloed, not caulked. Mo putty was used. Heavy copper
rivets tie the planking to the laminated ribs and kauri plugs
are finted into the rivet hales.

Pop was nervous bringing the boat out of the works
into the hot, summer sun. Everyone in the yard pulled his
leg, saying the glue would not withstand the sun’s heat and
the planking would split. It did not, not even dunng the
hot January duoys, and Pop is sure it won't happen now.

TURTLE DECK

Unusual, too, is' the turtde deck, Aat alomg the ouler
edges, but rounded in the centre.

“If the hoal ever turns wpside down she will have Bo
trouble coming back ap”

Mat that he intends to be silly, but just in case . . .
Strength and safery went into the design,

After oll. he and his wife Phyllis are getting on in years.
The whole interlor is designed for comfort and safety in
rougher weather. Nowhere can they be rossed about.
Supporti are placed everywhend and wpRcEs have besn kepd
purposely confined to prevent the geocupants falling over
below deck.

“Shya is 95% waterproof, cven upside down.”

The cockpit is the nerve centre. Skipper Pop can reach
every control — wheel, winches, tiller and engine — from
his *throme' aft. protected from waves and wind, with
_:!:Il-rnl.l.r.-d. wisability.

The main cabin holds fouf &F ihe WL berihs stove, gas
range, primus, a deep freeze and galley. The gas range is
gimbled “so 1 can have my beilsd egg even in rough
weather.”

CAREFULLY DESIGNED

Every fitting has been carefully designed, every space has
een practically used. Alongside the tall, wooden mast are
the berths for the skipper and his wife, the latter’s built
into a cabin complete with dresser.

Light and fresh air are still important to Pop, and he has
placed portholes and hatches so that both are plentiful.,

The only fibreglass unsed on the boat b atop of the

“That makes us visible from above. Sometimes it is good
that they can see you.”

Gadpgets have been kept 10 A minimum.

“] kept everything simple. It is no good having gl;u of
electric gad; that can go wrong. Imagine an electric
oilet flush ﬂ wpn't work." 7

A immed
deck gravity feeds the shower, & handpump clears the cabin
floor should water enter. ‘The only mechanicsl onit is
housed under the cockpit. 3 36-horse Volvo Penta diesel.
Most Hkely it will run only to keep the deep freeze
functicning.

“] love to switch it off, but you peed if, panicularly in
the Sounds, o get out of & tight spot quickly.”

The double-ended Stormbird is 11.2m long, has a chubby
3,7m beass and & draft of 1.8m. Her keel is weighted with
three tonnes of lead. Her hollow wooden mast reaches 1om
from the keel.

Her cutter rig can carry 55 sq. metres of sail, a mainsail
and two head sails. The latier can be spacers, jibs of
S:ﬂﬂﬂ.‘L

Practical experience shows through in the design. The
boat can be slipped on any normal cradle. Many modem

Stormbird in her Waikawa nest. Reared with care, she is nearly ready to spread her white wings
over the ocean, - '

fresh water to the sink, a bucket n_m.r'-

rachts have to be lifted by crane on to a slip, but since
Srormbicd s essentially a eruising yacht which will sadl in
New Tealand waters and perhaps to the Pacific kslands,
ability to be sfipped anywhere is important.

Pop cam ialk for hours aboat his masterpiece,
unconscipusly caressing her well-dressed timbers.

“I'll be grateful if [ can have her for five years. rn
savour every day of it Building her was a joy. 1 loved every
minute. No stress. 1 could work on her when 1 wanted and
no one was on my back to get her finished by a certain
fime,” :

The only sour note was struck some 18 months ago when
the Government applied & 207 tax on boat building. Fop
could mot affoed that, and feared his dream would be
shattered just when it was to become & reality.

He won that batile,

Above gll, he i a realistic man. He knows he canpol
keep the Stormbird forever.

*When the time comes T will sell her.”

And why the name Stormbied?

“] pamed her after my wife,” he grins

Boat builder Pop Jorgensen proudly displays the

truits of his labour of love, The curved teak deck |s

ane of a number of distinctive features of his
dream boat.
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